
The Search for Richard Samuel France ... Agent, Contractor, Promoter, Quarry 

and Colliery owner, Business Entrepreneur, Family Man ... and founder of The 

Potts Line! 

Philip Davies, Board Member of Shrewsbury Railway Heritage Trust has been 

researching the life of Richard Samuel France, the original contractor in the late 19
th 

century who built Abbey Station in Shrewsbury, and the 'Potts' line from Shrewsbury 

to Llanymynech, as well as many other ventures. 

"I have occasionally read about Richard Samuel France who built Abbey Station in 
the 1860s and of course the Potts Line, but his work is often overshadowed by the 
Shropshire and Montgomeryshire Railway and the work of Colonel Holman Fred 
Stephens, valuable and important as it was. In my opinion if it hadn't been for 
Richard France there would probably never have been an S&M line. Anyway for 
some unexplainable reason I had an irresistible urge to research him and his family. 

I soon found out he lived in troublesome, turbulent times, with antagonistic business 
rivals, with his first wife's early death and child bereavements, his life sadly ending in 
bankruptcy and with his early death at 55 years of age. He was above all else a 
determined and driven man who lived in fine houses with servants. He kept company 
with Thomas Sabin another entrepreneur who was a valuable and beneficial friend 
(Thomas later being Mayor of Oswestry and Founder of the Fitzalan Freemasons 
Lodge in the town). 

Much has been written about Richard's industrial work with the Potts Line, and the 
quarries, mines, collieries that he was associated with, but I thought it would be good 
to try and find some personal information out about him and his family. I discovered 
some initial information courtesy of Shropshire Archives and located his family at the 
small hamlet of Plealey, near to Pontes bury. Plealey was the home of some great 
academic and wealthy men who held strong religious views and dissented from the 
Church of England. I visited the hamlet and discovered there were three people 
named France (and their family) buried in a family tomb at Plealey Chapel. Firstly 
Richard France (1749 -1829), his son Richard France (1785 - 1869) and Richard 
Samuel France (1827 - 1882) who as we know was the contractor for the Potts Line. 

R.S.France's father - termed 'A Gentleman' lived at Galliers Farm, which had been 
the summer residence (between 1788 and 1798) of the noted scholar and 
mathematician Edward Waring FRS xxx what else??. Edwards estate was 225 acres 
in total. Richard married Anne Harmer in 1825 at St. Alkmund's Church in 
'Shrewsbury and together they went on to have 13 children, with many dying in 
infancy. The same year Richard France licensed his house as a 'di sencing meeting 
house' and after three years he built what is now Plealey Chapel opposite his house 
for independent worship. It is now redundant as a chapel and being converted into a 
private house. He held strong non-conformist opinions and he was a very wealthy 
man. When he made his will he advanced Richard Samuel France the sum of £800, 
equivalent to approximately £100,000 today. Xxx also receved an advance ££3 the 












